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Valuable & Threatened River



USGS Paulden

Perkinsville



Green Artery 

Pulsing Through the 

Heart of Arizona

Continuous flow - 190 miles

Connects Sonoran Desert to alpine

Five Wilderness Areas

Eight Inventoried Roadless Areas

Three National Forests

Two WSRôs

Two State Parks

One Wildlife Preserve, 3 IBAs

One National Monument

543,000 contiguous protected acres



Verde Value

Water supply

Economy

Recreational

Cultural

Scenic











Rich Watershed 

Wildlife

5.8% AZ land area

78% AZ breeding 
birds species

25 of 28 AZ bats

17 of 19 carnivores

5 of 6  native 
ungulate species

76% 
reptile/amphibian 
genera

478 total vertebrate 
species



Å Yellow-billed cuckoo (Threatened, CH proposed)

Å Southwestern willow flycatcher (Endangered, CH designated)

Å Narrow-headed gartersnake (Threatened, CH proposed)

Å Northern Mexican gartersnake (Threatened, CH proposed)

Å Chiricahua leopard frog (Threatened, CH designated)

Å Arizona cliffrose (Endangered, no CH)

Å Spikedace (Endangered, CH designated)

Å Loach minnow (Endangered, CH designated)

Å Razorback sucker (Endangered, CH designated)

Å Gila chub (Endangered, CH designated)

Å Colorado pikeminnow (Endangered, experimental population)

Å Gila topminnow (Endangered, CH designated)

Å Gila trout (Threatened, CH designated)

Å Roundtail chub (proposed for listing, threatened)

Å Headwater chub (proposed for listing, threatened

Å andéSix upland species

15 ESA Listed Species - Riparian (o&f)



Irreplaceable

Most Arizona 

rivers are 

seriously 

impaired.

Verde is last, 

best, longest 

living perennial 

river in AZ.



Native Fish

Upper Verde is one of 

two best rivers in AZ 

for native fish.

Of 33 native fish 

species, 19 are ESA 

listed and 3 are 

extinct.

ESA Endangered, 

Critical Habitat: 

spikedace, loach 

minnow, razorback 

sucker



Threat:
Destructive 

Recreation



Problem: Unauthorized Grazing





Default Management:

Upper Verde Wild & Scenic River

48.3 miles

10,800 

acres

7 ORVs



The Federal Government 

Cannot Fully Protect the Verde River



Threats to Flow



Diversions



Climate Change



Capture of streamflow 

by groundwater pumping





Sole source for 25 miles

Perkinsville



Supplies 80-86% of Verde Springs flow





25 miles threatened



Mile 9.8

USGS

Paulden 

Gage

19.0 cfs
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